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DEMOCRACY anDp SPANISH CONFLICT

How Civil War Sprang from Disorder

under a Powerless Government
By SENOR FRANCISCO CAMEBO
Fi

rivierdy Nimister of Finghee apd Publie Works),

ASTY upd superficial  reasoning,
H blind to the extstefice ol notocious

faots, and propagends. woed . clever
than sipcers, Dave induced many who are
fortumite enough W6 live o AngldSaeon
anil - Soamdinavian  dlemocracies 0 gl
towards the Spanish’ civil war an atti-
tude ‘quite opposed | to thetr most intimste
catiYiotinns,

They imagine that the war in Spain
. n wtruggle batween a  legally  electel
Givernment and a part of the Spaniil
Army. which, reviving the shametul period
af millinry promiclementos, has - revoltedl
agpingt the propicly eonstitvbeld ASudtbaocls
in arcder o sbsly unworthy ciass-ambgiions
ek W fhdpit for poiver.  On o this assomption
they belivve that the briampl of the Govera:
ment desgnsted By Sre Azafin, would mesn
the consolidation of n Hbetal democmoy.
while its defeat would Gnply the sebting-up
of n miliary diceatorstip for an Indefinite
pretiod

THE CLASS-DICTATORSHIP

Having alwaye professed o proference
for n pedizmentiry  democricy, i Wpile
o wll 1t defects, and g distle of an indelinite
dictatombip, of whatever parfy, clos or
porson, | el bédund to point ewl their nids.
1ake

It i nor true that the Fepulsr Front
ree 0 pawer on A formideably wave o
ppular omnion which gave 0 & crugh-
i wictoey ot the pofls. Nor (s | troe
that the' purt 'of Spain which bs etill under
the contral’ of the Populer Frosts & rulod
by A ocnetrtutional and parimmentary
government.  On the contrary, it bs ander
the heel of & rothless mnd) barbarmms lass-
rhictEtorship,

It cannot be admitted IJIJI.[ e ilef i
ol the  Natomilists wouh! mean the <on-
snlimtation. of a domocracy which has lobyg
ceuved in oxlet. Naor enn it be 'fileen for
jpranterd  that their vietmy wenls]  imply
fhe citablEhmont of an unlomited Foscot
régime In Spaln, and the subondinabion of
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the country 1o the externn] policies of Ttuly
nadl Germimny. Lot us codsider the fiects

GUILELESS FPROGRAMME

Lt dhmsolyvisig the Cortel elocted e Naovein
bor, 1080, betire half theke ]L-ﬂ-q.l pribricka L

had elapamd, the President of the Repohiic
; made i LT tifistn ko —por-
Fiest, of intontione—ugder the

fnlrl-r lmprnm-'m that n new appeal-to the
uoEntry By i oon-party maa I"q]!'f‘.nl:.'l
with bo other bacling than the President's
goend will, would work a mirmols ami prodion
a sirony party which weald sdpport Dim
whgl Aot nk 8 fl‘{.:'lFlilli-HH foree in Spanish
poditical  Wfe, The pressnt Spanish efec
torn] sgateim—an absord  combinpbion ol
thie tujority system with one of Hovdbed
voltes in lorge oonstitnencies—together with
the tepae stmosphere o wich politadal
strugglon  were  wepged,  condemnnd this
unfortunate move of the President’s 1o
il i ndvaone

The electisnd wirrn prepared undet the
mds of “the Popalar Froat, which ' anitnid
the Laft middleclis—havieg [Nt in-
fhscre oo pubilie spinlon—with the Prwlv—
tnrian orgeniations, even  those ol the
most  ectremie  typd.  The  Popilir Frool
srogramme G ot overstep the matursl
mits of n Left moddlesglass ' o detiioe
cratle  pregratnme. But  the  prolétanun
organisadions  which accepted g, Jnd by
men. when prosched class-war and & pro-
leturian  dictatedship, and| the ‘mussés whi
followed them, more extremist even. dhan
thelr lendors, koow that if they wao fhe
cloctons  they ebuld sasdly  impede  theéir
will, as they had both the numbes and
the necessary  courage, whiln  naithnr Se
denfin nor ooy othdr representative o the
ndetate Left had will o chinmeter smngh
(o redint their demands or their Chropts

HATRED EXCITED
So it cams about that, whiks the elec-
yon programme of the TPopulsr Frong—
o long and doll decwment which tobady




routied 1o mad—uwas  pofibcaly. ood
socially almost cotfiservative . in s elorms,
the propagandia onrmesd ot durttg the ol
Han peried, monopolisn os i owas by the
lmuders of  the wletariin  orgnnlsstion,,
wan fricredibly winlomi.  Tignommg whiatever
constroctive wide thore may e to-Sociafinm,
o gven o Cotrpn L it combinim) {tnell Lo
mousing the ovil metmcts of the moh and
exciHnyg  clans-latrad,  promieng the el
bmer] social eelormy, bosed entiely on
the anmibilution of all gppenents

The eledtipas of Feli, 10, held inoan -
mimphete of prepualrtionany passom, gave
a amafordly b the Popuilis Fromt ool bilstes
in smamy ol the previnclsl espitals and
other big cipies, m]rrﬁp- the reunlte froms fhe
ey ithes wewre the Siest tn he oo, Eae
mext day e prodetarian masees (Boaght
Fhigy were sure of siciory—a wictory oot o
o progriameee which they had oot oed, onod
which ‘v atie hunlexpeatisdod to0 thent bat
ul the mcendigry gogirines sorve| oo 16
thom ot mectings and on hills during  he
eleckion - camprign, S tlie excemes i the
mieiky | b o Inifact ol ghom the poalice
adopied o wilting attatude, sinoe the suthe
ithes e whent they direclly degreniled —the
£l manrenars iomsly momEmared b
Sr, T*tﬂrln—ﬂndr“: iﬁ’r’ intn biding, o
el sut dide o glve ottlers of any lebnd
which  might indurstn tho massas,  danoe
those within o whort time swould actoadly,
nnil peeleaps legally, Basn thi pover 10 thr
iEees I )

FALSIFIED RETURNS

Albboiph chidug Feb, 1T and 18 the
resnlt of the elections weemed  dookitfol,
utid the fopces of the Right and Left weee
eveily Palanced, phe thitp was dlear from
the outset, amd that owas  the complete
defeat ol the Govermment enndidiptes bup-
frorted by gl Pristdens of {he Hepubilic
anel Sr. Portela’s Cabinet

An aoarchioal situntion aroen amd aprem|

rupidly through mipny Spamkh  provinde,

During Febe 15 aml 18-—lbe=fiare the resali
i the efections was  known—diitdaltar
wan criwdmd with properiy owoori  aml
bovsimeess men from Sl nelzhbenidng o
vinges ol Andalugis.

In woch chcomstances was fho o govern-
metitof. the countey: o fem] o Se, A
thi lemder of the Populur Front, the prosspe
President of the Repablic

Mauntimms e sestilts ol fhe  eledtons
which werte cormimyg o gave o barge oamber
‘ol smits 1o the Popolar Froar, but did het
tll!-'li-t'l!'-ﬂ 4 minjonty. 'I"n:rﬁl"llﬂ‘aln thiw major-
v, duciag Feb' 10 ang “Hi—the dntes pre-
winokly fided for the scioting wnil the puun
pobsement of the diccessinl candidates—
FUITS [ = o B Ffram the  profotarin
it OF the Papnlar Fromt, o Large o b
ol eertilicates of the partlill scratitics were
fnlsifiod ; Bt dn spite of all these -
practicas.  the Popolar Urost still fale]
. Aty @ mia oy

To auhieve thelp el they were alidigsd
1o - poptpone - the genoral scopting i werie

of theprovinoss m order (o gaan pme for
turthet falafiontions. By suwsans of thess
thisy  managed] 1o ee & Majorily ol
1 or 12 sonts for the Popolar Front, whach
il st unt, dven with the lelp of
all thelt dorged  papers. omehall of ' tlie
obal voikes s )

500 nsgmiicant A omajoricy eondemong
the now Cares o) impotonce. | There wis
still a hope, it s tme, thar once o power
the Cwovernment might attrgs and absprh
variome  gareipe. therehy Jiu:r!ﬂ.ll-h1 and
cottsnldating s strewrth G the  HModse,
butSrl Azabn rolused 1o run any ks and
] T Erndipnifieant  maforty—-a mojoricy
alitabact] by fragd—to wonul) the clections
- sampe af the provinges where the Popualar
Frant hued been olefeatml

Friwh' olecticns, during  which  the | éx-
oses O Gl mob wope eointengneosl by

b thoritios, wt longth geve the Govern.

ik o 1l Ppilag Frool the parlinmeticy
Iiple mililels the wvoles ol the Spinlsh el

e had not yirhlel.

PROMISES BY RADIO

A fuw hosrs after secepting office, Sr.
Asaia  bropdcest o wpoech’ o the madion
in ireeproachable termm He declarsd that
It woiled falthifully ceirry out the  Popolse
Front programme  with the belp of P
IR tﬁﬂvmg stricthy the limils xed
by the Constitatiom, asnd, that he  woilil
nf‘;uw no ineimutes to be dorood  on ' him
whean In power which he hal' oot aceeptod
wiiile din eipsgrmdbici,

Sk Asafin's ril;pdﬂ.h.' by, il ol pesad e
snd  forcidully n!hm-ﬂ;i _.:j_rn}r
of hiope, but this wes ] within i
tew: lz'nm. The laalers of e Comiuniat
ol Socldist orgenispiions - demandied o
S¢. Amafin that u alaxt shoulif at once be
miule i exrrying oot the Popular Fron
progranune, withoot waiting fof moasures
Ao et vatnd o Parllament. even wherd thie
Cematitithiett redpuii'ed (g,

Thelr demonds, were gonirfoy not only
o Uhe Comsbitibdos (B also to the -
figntion confracted 8 few hotes provioosdy
by the Presldent with oll Sponkards, Con.
trary fo the Comiitatiog, & peneral Rmmvepty
WA ﬂhmrmt. ﬂ#;]'lﬁ.ﬂi{h'_il gl b ]It'i:iaﬂa
yronted  only matig o Wpecial lawe.
Agam, wlih}n‘nl Fanr; lw to o chat efect,

wngl contriey b0 the ConptitoHon, i was

decroed  thal emploveams should take back
dischargedl  workinott, althiigh  they had
froen  cliEmmisend  for | legitinste feasona ol
thonyl the Arbi Crarts hod sanctionéd
their dinpiesal, aad alibough the Govern-
mient - hagl  opdered | it :

DISRUPTION SETS IN

Fiy thir mpplication of these twa deirmes,
wll sligcipline ampong the workors was des-
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proved, aml eonntliss cases o meostroue
injustice pesulted

Theise ourdy: illegnlition a6 the Tovero-
ment’s part mesnt o cansidernble gpoedin
u}ﬂu[ the process of woeisl digruption through
which Spain had beeno pasking siace . Fab,
F7. The Law ws perverted, thy Conetity-
tiom  mocked s and the extrennst  mmaes

NPAIN

pacty founl thiir lesders prapared o couns
fenanoe amd stloousage excesiem oo orimes
of al] Kings _

And, s the Spanish Civil War besin,
with the mvasion of privito estutes, the
st ol o ployoes, the Baiodng of chueelis
and thie porsscotion of Fiadsts, :

UNDER SHADOW OF

ANARCHINT RULE

Franco's Coup as Vindication of Patriotism

T shoukl be olwerved thiat  Fasclim
1 i Hpin wes o0 negligible quantit
pmtil  dfter the plochions ol Feb, )0
Al these eleciione, | Madric, whers Easclion
fumd e rentesst mum baees ] Che groat sl
sooipwy, the Famchst candidates aily abibadim)
Ik oo, with 4 rell ol mere gy 0L 0
vk,

In Spain the Papulie Frout, ofganbied
1o fght nom-existom)  Faseism, by por
suing w phost ereated o sealite; which' s
called Fasclsin shinply Iecatme it wis glye
thst miemie by tis snemres. 16 e i reality
suthing but - a soatural defensive reaction
such as i bouni to develop 0 any political
ity when  violent forces of deruption
threaten Its very existence, umd e Govern-
ment, Topresenbed by ahemchy, will oot
of gangot, Pulill e ot k‘]l]"ﬂ'lnl'l'l-l.l.fi:'-edllt?
of moindaiting ender atd sfiamimg Lhe e

“ HELP FOR THE REDS"

Whon Sr. Azafia cwes oleoted Presmdeng
ol the Republic, Se. Cakies Cuirogn tock
aver bhe Pepular Fronl Govermment |lrom
liiem,  Thrmz hip Premiership T procois
of imternal dhreupion o Spaimn accebned
didly,  The Governmiit was  omlesr  the
complete omtral of Sovialise Cofumomiits
und Anaprhists

Pofitheal  ‘wnd  saclal crimes  Waore  the
gider of  the elay, B was (mpossible o
use the highways without paying tribate,
ineder dlie gnlde of *"Help for the Ruads'"
(0 gangs thit robiled travelles aodéy the
rory eyes of the police; who wens obliged
to rainpin helpless  apectitom of | erimes
of all kinds committed in the sams aof a
mviluticoary thoory. A md flug or a
clenclie fiat rabded] aloft mave  corplote
lseence to raly, by ar murdes with impunity

The werdlct which Sr. Casares Quiroga's
conduct diserves may be judged from Twio
inst=neen. “First, when asked in Perliament
10 put 4t end te the state of vil Warinte
which nany of the Sppail provinees  Hid
dildteed, mid: moke overyine—botli  Righi
ot Left, Foscint and Commugisl—aley
ther law eni it authority, he replied
thist e ebFmgeshe Uho Do erien b Foegrdod
[nsel et i g0 goefue, Dt e p bellgeria,

Secomully  the munder of the monr-
chist Iohdir, SE. Calva Sodolos,  cominittel

by peslee bnf unbiosin, nsing an offiekil polkis
mptarslorry, dreow frome Sr. Cassres Cebeopa
noE ok waordl ol pueodbent. boe W he prve el
slbghtvst Imelicmtinm Huct el mapderers wonled
Ty paanmhexl,

THE ARMY'S ACTION

Ehoay iF wis  thad  the military  resall
trodie " out, Tho general’ aititude of
Ariny wie well lenedvn 2 absolube  respoc
I the  Govesmoent and  Jégally  consii-
futed anthority. w0 long as the disruption
and  bolshes=iton of in wecs not im-
penent ; onee these throabkned 'they were
an the Cmvernment®s side 1f hy change {f

aptnell o resist, bol sgainst the Gevern
memt i B swlsmitbed o the invsimal divoaps-
ton o Spaln

[Tere we come to Lhe moet delicnte amd
the moal jmportant point  Fad the i
arrived] when mist eletmentry senss ol
patriotic duty demanded that  the Avmy
il antervene, dither without the Goern-
pntil, GF nyainsg thie Government, (6 chescl
tht process Of dErmpiion in Spin,  alveady
well advined 2 On this point mahy may
bive, thoir goubis, Mony ol s, i),
i bave  our donbts, and - were focling
for may "Moo whin thie milibary nzing beoko
gl

Hut all our doabts vasishsl when wo
feruniel thuet the Therfar Amarchist Podertitn
(FAL) — e |lm“rrrul i nbsatioons, which
really males i all the provioces still undor vhe
Papulir Front Government-—had mode per-
f=t preperations for revalabiomiry e
ventron, alming e setring powe the momoenl
wehim, the Armry discrgaenined and corropeed
by amarchist: I{l:w.lﬂl thete sl
rowhern T sadficlent foros o opposs their
hiold mave.

CATALONIA'S EXAMPLE

e was noforions that thess - eoctrennmt
organiEtions deimanded the removal foom
the Army of efficers af all ranks who el
apge N Anarchist or Communi=t voup,
Tt woas nitorlous, too, wlas, that the Caovarn.
mieet had et sulficiest hontuty o charae-
ter (0 resiet thelr pressucd or Cheir threpts,

Should smyome doubt the ceality of Spain «
bnpending danger, nnd think that e @ight




have Jetseno! of removed (101 invite bim 1o
crinsidler o circummstanes which will show how
profeundly . he s mistikes,  This s the
el 1E:uﬂlnn “in Catalanin

In Catslonds the . midiury. revolt  fastod
only 24 hours, We may even aay (8 was
over im 12 heurs, when the hesd of the
movement, Ceneral Goted, 8 prizoper
Hurcolopa, spoke aver the witeleis {0 all
thi other Catulay gorrisons, advielng dunm
o murmmder.  Erom Joly 200 thi [—‘:?miu
Fromt was 0 comiplote tommand the
wituntion 4a Catafonis

Catalen terrtory. I8 lar removed  from
the war wone.  No atteck hes bBess gude
ppadiat it by the Nabionalise forces. -The
intermad  sitvation i Cotalonie, with it
muttnomons | Gaoveroment, s consegoenthy
pot determined by the Chval War; it ds the
natural coutboms of copditions  peevealing
Chrstighoul Sphin belive the military revalt.

Whick i hl{;pnﬁht“ in Chtnbowia 30 Th
ol Terror ewles thire siore, savagely and
prmelly Han inany ol pare of Spsin

THREAT TO ALL SPAIN

wol only dre prissts, the middiceissies,
aml HWight' supporiers ecuted and mur-
dered, hut modeonidn Left supporters, whose
lemiditn organisen] e Foped Front, avi
bien  freated  ust  the  same. it
proisent of thes liaders are in hiding
i Fraoed, and Belginom, or have erossog
the Atlantic on sie  (sntaetic mibsbon,
e pretes® for thefr Dlghi  Such aw
rempin m Baneloow sre there becauss they
v been unable to scape the tnplacklle
vigilance of the FaAd.

For every priest or middjeclasm citizon
the Anirehiis have wiorcsod 10 wineloerd
Cotirts of Justive, both elvil and eriminil,
ave  Degn !I_I:pp'l'ﬁﬁ-l‘.rj and roplaced
“Fopular Courtn,” ' sbmpaned by tupnhnr::?:
titives wl the  revolutioriry  cotnorittees
cl tor adiinister justice, pot dccording
to the fnw, but aces  iB lictiutre
ol their revalitiooary principles, 1t mom
b remenred . thint the mmjority
of the exocutiing whieh take plice’ dully
ame fel even ordeed by these Pnfui.ur
Courts, it mﬂ by, commitiess of the
Commmlat ani rehist oryating teme

Churches have been burned, uml wnjarity
of private honses piundered. and all propercy
hnrt{‘Spunilh mlf'lfnir'uign, hns beom seqois-
truted. 1o banls the sales hove been opened
and Anarchists committees freely dispose of
thi hank's eflocis and privete  cushomoens

e, Al Hewspapers Have bisen talies
over, mot by the Government, but by mam-
bers of the diflérent rovelutionary orgom-
aations ; ey oee them to suppart the palicy
of the Tevolutionaros, at the expenve of the
former ownet, if he possesses property o

Cmily i Hungary, unider Bela Kae, ‘could
the svitem of governmont now opernting

i Catwdonin be matched.  And the system
of government Copemating  in Catalonis—
wltbel fa vhad o ting i Valsodia, Aleante,
Ingn, Malags. Cartagons, and all the proe
wincel Wi b wnder the contmal of the
Popular
thraiezhou S-r:_un. b it won tween for the
military reval

IF IT WERE ENGLAND

These facts  sbiild | be edrefully  con-
gl eread by all whe, living o Pardinmentiry
and domperitic  coaniries whetn  redpect
It luw) nm] suthorty ore oatolates  od-
mitted by all politieal parties, fmd it diEE-

cult th grasp the reality of what bas besn

happandnyg 1n Spuin snes Fabe 17,

I owk all renscnable, men to comdder
what their attitude would bein their owa
coutiine et us say England =il the Goviem.
pimitt  showlid over come bo o submit o the
ardiers of Anarchist and Communist commit-
toes, and if these imposod, ol Cie Govern
it aecepled ever of glassn ; wiolhtl
the Uenstitution mfringing  the laws anc
arEtituti wetice | sdnctioning crime, by
Ip.rﬁ'enlhlﬂil.bja fee dpoini uHx.qu.g polibury,
amson and morder, and removing 1mom  their
poats Wl who il Dot cosaperate gy, in
this werle of nadional destriotion | orgunising
the murder of political opponents by oo
it police, and wrecking the Ariny

This fa just what his happened o Spon,
winl these b a0 diplomatic or consalye
opresentative whi can ootredict mn,

THE ALTERNATIVES

Sifce the fruth of these fects st be
aclindtiesl, e piost b sdmitte],  tée, ot
Spaim had come tafuch & pass that & moval
againgt the Goveenment wes oot oply o
spcemity, bt alee i pattiotie duty,

I' chnnot sbpeibn ofie dan sav—ahat
form of menm will ke estabiished
i Spuin o the movement hekded By Gen
Frutico ks suecesaful, What bs clear, however
hhuﬂ;“ it will have . mmﬂ' nl’bﬁml
C cter. Lo montly, Spain's  Joreign
palicy, wall benwt?mﬂ on purely  petriotic
onasbilerations which will exclude all pomsi-
bility ol Spunish (iniorests being  subor-
dinntel to those B any ather ooy e
politeal syitem, We have anly to look at
the map of Spain. to e gl onos that
her mational interesin aro nob, and cannot be,
appised T those of Great Britin,

Cim e other hand, i the Nalionalist
rising laily, theee (' not the stightest doubt
thut b Spain there would be' established
&Sl mhli_:'gqu:m from Maucow,
whally ghsorbied in the political sphete of
the USSR GCan any Epglishmen, <an
Ve fog w0 oar ndividuelistic
angd Clhristian Western civilisation, 1hly
hesitste belore the prospect offered by these
toy altermatives ¢

rapt-—wauld iy be operating
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